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Dear Parents,





As the curtain falls on another extremely busy and exciting year we can reflect back with intense pride on what we have collectively achieved.


As I write, preparations are ongoing for our final two prize giving assemblies, where we celebrate the achievements of our wonderful children.


Last week’s Sports Awards Assembly once again demonstrated what fantastic strides have been made in sport at Japari.  Mrs Wheeler and Coaches Patrick and Dean have been able to achieve spectacular results on the sports field.  Their mentoring, challenging and supportive approach has certainly reaped very pleasing results.


The Valedictory Service was the forum where we officially bade our Grade 7’s farewell as they embark on the next phase of their educational journey.  Our guest speaker was the truly inspirational Nicolas Serra.  Nicolas was severely injured in a motor vehicle accident when he was in Grade 4 and was in a coma for 40 days.  Doctors and specialists told his parents that he would never walk or talk again due to his neurological injuries.  Nicolas proved them wrong through sheer determination, courage and the right attitude.  Today he is a motivational speaker to thousands of parents, children and teachers, both nationally and internationally.  His address was riveting and certainly resonated with our Grade 7’s.  His message to them was clear – with the right attitude you can achieve anything!


A significant achievement this year was the school’s successful IQAA mentored evaluation process.  Parents will remember the detailed opinion surveys they were requested to complete.  This process included everyone within the school community and it was wonderful to see this effort rewarded upon the conclusion of a particularly positive evaluation visit.  In fact, throughout the week that the visiting Mentor was a guest at our school, she time and again commended us on the overwhelming commitment of our teachers and commented on just how friendly, positive and cheerful our students themselves are.


Such a conclusive reflection of the impact that Japari had on the visiting Mentor certainly serves to reinforce my own pride in our entire school community.


Our Future is Now development plan continued this year with a number of projects successfully completed.  These included renovations and enlargement to the Library and Art centre.  The Junior playground was also revamped with the addition of new jungle gyms, a larger consolidated playing area and even a road system!  This has proved to be a highly popular new addition, greatly enjoyed by our young “drivers”.


The construction of the new Grade 0 Classrooms/Reading Rooms is nearing completion.  Final plastering and electrical connections is due to be completed shortly.  Work will continue in the holidays and the new facility will be ready for occupation in January 2012.
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Our technological footprint is growing, with the addition of more classroom interactive white boards in the New Year.  Our Computer Centre and Learning Lab is fully occupied.  The Knowledge Network IT Learning System and the Cami Literacy and Mathematical Programmes are offered here.  A new suite of educational software programmes, including the Oxford Reading Tree, will be implemented in the New Year.





Mrs Homan (Reading Department) and I will be attending the BETT 2012 Conference in London early next year.  This is the world’s largest education technology conference showcasing a comprehensive range of ICT products and services.  It brings together the global teaching and learning community for four days of innovations and inspirations.





This conference will assist us to gauge our specific technological requirements, ensuring that our strategic focus on Technology in Education will be exposed to international criteria and input.





Another highlight this year was the visit of Janice Shapiro, the J A of Japari.  Her mother, Dr Sonia Machanik, founded Japari in 1966.  Janice is an art therapist teaching at a university in Jerusalem, Israel.  It was wonderful to meet Janice and share, not only memories of the early life of Japari School, but also for her to experience the Japari of today and to meet our children and staff.  Janice has agreed to return next year and has offered to conduct workshops with our Japari team.





Congratulations to Mrs Geraldine Naidoo and Mrs Andrea Wolstenholme, our prospective mums, who will be going on maternity leave next year,





 Sadly, we also need to say farewell to those members of staff leaving at the end of the year.





The following staff will be leaving Japari:  Mrs Caroline von Bardeleben (SENCO);  Mrs Loula Geogiadis (Grade 5), Miss Giselle Meirim (Speech Therapist), Mrs Nazneen Tagari (Computers),  Ms Katinka le Roux (Reading) and Mrs Lorna Campbell Salmon (Reading).





Loula Georgiades has taken early retirement from Japari after 22 years of exceptional service.  She will not be lost completely to Japari, as she will still assist with substitution and I will be asking her to establish and head up our Alumni Committee.





Caroline von Bardeleben is leaving to pursue her private Psychology practice where she can offer both counselling and assessments.





Nazneen Tagari has just recently become a mum, and she has decided to spend more time with her baby, Sabrina.





Giselle Meirim is moving to the Speech and Language Unit at Wits University. 





 Katinka le Roux has resigned to assist and take care of her parents.





 Lorna Campbell’s Salmon is retiring at the end of this year.  Lorna is, however, not going to rest for very long as she is going to open her own ‘home school’ for special needs children.  She will be linking up to two other ‘retired teachers’ from Japari, Joan van der Merwe and Barbara Hollman who opened their school two years ago.





We wish all those leaving Japari every success in their new ventures and thank them for everything they have contributed to Japari in their time with us.





As usual there has been much occurring through the year which everyone associated with Japari can reflect upon with both pride and a sense of achievement.











 S.J. Rees


Headmaster











All our staff – teachers, therapists, administration and office staff, ground staff, Governing board and the PTA have been instrumental in ensuring our success this year and deserve our recognition and appreciation for their commitment to our school.  Without their pride and professionalism we certainly could not enjoy the success we do.





I have, in this letter, covered only a few of the many highlights this year.  Detailed accounts of our incredibly busy and exciting year can be found in this year’s edition of the “Japarian”  - now available in digital format.  Parents  have already received a “tasty snippet” via e-mail!   We urge parents to secure a copy as soon as possible as numbers are limited.  They will be available at both the Junior and Senior Prize Givings on Wednesday, 30th November 2011.





It remains for me to once again thank every member of our incredible Japari community for another amazing year.





Wishing you all a well-deserved, safe and enjoyable holiday.





 S.J. Rees


Headmaster














